Flexible bronchoscopy in nosocomial pneumonia.
In this article, an overview on the diagnostic performances of bronchoscopic techniques for the diagnosis of nosocomial pneumonia is given with special emphasis on the inherent problems of the methodology of validation applied to different studies. The current evidence about the importance of bronchoscopic techniques for the outcome is reviewed. It is outlined that future prospects of bronchoscopic investigations mainly include the evaluation of its role in the reassessment of the patient with pneumonia not responding to the initial antimicrobial treatment.